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could do. While he was sitting there Annette
came in. She was flushed and had a ball of wool
in her hand.
6 Well/ he said, over the top of the paper,e are
you satisfied now ? *
She came across to him,
6 Put your paper down, Soames, and let me
kiss you,'
c What for ? * said Soames.
Annette removed The Times and sank on his
knees. Placing her hands on his shoulders she
bent and kissed him.
c Because you have not deserted my country.
I am proud of England.'
6 That's new/ said Soames. She was a weight,
and smelled of verbena ; e I don't know what we
can do/ he added, * except at sea.'
6 Oh ! it is everything. We have not our
backs on the wall any more ; we have our backs
on you.'
c You certainly have/ said Soames; not that
it was unpleasant.
Annette rose.   She stood, slightly transfigured.
* We shall beat those 'orrible Germans now.
Soames,  we  cannot  keep  Fraulein, she  must
go.'
c I thought that was coming. Why ? It's not
her fault.'
c To have a German in the house ?   No I *
* Why not ?   She's harmless.   If you send her
away, what'U she do ? *